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BAH!  HUMBUG! 

 

 

 

 By the time you read this article, Christmas 2022 has come and gone.  As we look forward into 2023, 

most of the Christmas decorations are put away for another year.  Those who had real Christmas trees are 

finding the occasional needle, sometimes sticking in the bottom of their foot.  The eggnog is well past its 

freshness date.  The 10-15 pounds that the average American gains between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve 

are now taking center stage.  So, what is our approach to such a situation?  It’s the beginning of a New Year.  

Let’s all resolve to do better.  To that approach we can declare a hearty, “Bah!  Humbug!  I can think of much 

better ways to start the New Year off than with a great big dose of defeat and depression.   

 Just what is a Humbug anyway?  We know who is famous for saying it.  Ebenezer Scrooge used the 

expression to show his disgust at the thought of celebrating Christmas.  One of the definitions of the word, 

humbug, is, “nonsense or drivel.”  Which fits quite well as Mr. Scrooge would use it.  While we would never use 

such a word and apply it to the birth of our Savior, it more than fits us when we, year after year, decade after 

decade, resolve to lose weight, eat better, be nicer, go to church every Sunday.  One statistic claimed, and I have 

no reason to doubt it, over 90% of New Year’s resolutions fail.  Resolving to do anything with such a failure rate 

is utter humbug, nonsense.  

 That brings us to the second definition for humbug.  The second definition is, “A willfully false, deceptive 

or insincere person.”  Ouch!  The second definition for the word humbug applies all too well.  And not just at 

the beginning of the New Year.  We know in our hearts that no amount of resolve will be able to change who 

we are at our core.  We are willfully false, deceptive, and insincere people.”  To that we also add the word, 

sinners.  Starting the New Year with that great big dose of defeat and depression is looming even larger.     
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 That brings us to a third, surprising definition of humbug.  In some parts of the World, The United 

Kingdom, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, a Humbug is a sweet, hard candy, often flavored with 

peppermint.  Just when we needed something sweet there it is.  Even when life is a depressing humbug there is 

always the sweetness the Lord provides.  And isn’t that what Christmas is all about?  Take away the trees, the 

decorations and the 15 pounds and what we have left is the Savior.  A sweetness that can only come from sins 

forgiven and a heavenly home that awaits us all.  I resolve to start my year in the Savior’s grace.  How about 

you?   

See you in Church! 

 

Pastor Geml                
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 

 

Stewardship Thought – January 2023 

 

Your Past Does Not Define Your Future 

New Year’s is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with thanksgiving and sometimes even 
relief (that it’s over), and we look to the future in hope and anticipation, and perhaps with some worry, for what it holds. 

The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would like to be, what we 
have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our 
failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost. 

New Year’s is our own version of Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are visited by 
the ghosts of our pasts, presents and futures. 

St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also 
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, 
you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, 
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:6–15). 

St. Paul tells us that the Lord will both supply and increase what we need to give to the church for its work in the world. 
He tells us that this work God does in us will enrich and bless us in every way, and through this, will produce 
thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to help you take stock of your giving in years past 
and change what needs to be adjusted, improved, or done away with altogether. 

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. If you’ve not been faithful in 
attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness and feast on the rich food of our Lord’s 
body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come to receive the gifts God freely gives. 
God doesn’t want your money. He wants you — all of you (Matt. 22:20–22). 

Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all creation, freely 
through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and wisdom to follow His bidding 
faithfully (John 15:1–16). 

Third, consider what the church is and what the church does. The church is a place of mercy. It inhales the mercy of the 
Father by the death, resurrection and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It 
exhales this mercy in love toward neighbors. You are a member of the church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a 
recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life of the world. You spread that mercy through the 
generous giving of your income to support the work of the church in the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament 
(Lev. 27:1–34). 

Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament’s teaching on supporting the work of the church. 
Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving 
voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously? The Old Testament required a tithe, or ten 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry
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percent. The New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give more for the Church’s work. Are you relying on 
God’s promise to provide and increase what you need to do His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If 
God gave you His only Son, will He not provide for you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it. 

So, don’t let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your income, which is 
God’s gift to you for this body and life. 

– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship 

 

     Mission Sunday 

          January 15, 2023 

 

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ, 

Greetings to you on behalf of Lutheran Heritage Foundation!  I am grateful to have the opportunity to be with you in 

Worship and Sunday School on Sunday, January 15th, to share the wonderful work that the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 

is doing to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout the world. 

You may already be aware of the work of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF).  But if not, LHF translates, publishes, 

distributes and introduces books that are Bible-based, Christ-centered and solidly Lutheran to more than 90 countries and 

140 languages, with many more in the works. 

“Philip ran to the Ethiopian, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’                                  
And he said, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’”  (Acts 8:30-31)   
 
Try to imagine the difficulties and struggles of understanding the Scriptures where there are no books in your language to 

faithfully explain and guide you.  It may be hard for us to imagine, but for men and women, boys and girls around the 

world, this situation is a reality.  They lack basic resources such as ‘Luther’s Small Catechism’ let alone the Book of Concord 

for learning and instruction in the faith.  Parents lack basic Bible story books like ‘A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories’ to teach 

the faith to little children. Even pastors lack solid resources like biblically faithful commentaries to aid in teaching and 

preaching.   

BUT, when these books are translated into languages that people can read and understand, and published, distributed 

and introduced, the Good News is received with such enthusiasm and thankfulness that faith is born and grows and God 

is glorified! 

To date, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation has published ‘Luther’s Small Catechism’ in more than 90 languages with 

dozens more requested. In the past decade LHF has published and distributed over 1,200 titles and 3 million Lutheran 

books to pastors, seminary students, missionaries, churches and individuals – ALL AT NO COST TO THEM! 

I am eager to share much more about the wonderful work that LHF is doing and how you and your congregation may want 

to support it.  See you in Worship and BIBLE STUDY on the 15th! 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Paul Nielsen 
LHF Representative 
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FISH Begins January 11, 2023 and continues through February 15, 2023 

5:00-5:30 pm Preschool – Kindergarten W.O.W. GOD’S WORLD OF WONDER 
                         Adults Parent Block - Kathy Unverfehrt Leader/ Church Library 
 
Meal 5:30 - 6pm In the Emmaus Room 
 

 

6:00-7:00 pm 1st–6th Grades FRIENDS WITH GOD In the Church Education Wing  
 
6:15-7:15 pm Adults - DISCPLES OF THE CROSS Part 2 Bret Graff - Adult Rm#1 
                                        THE BOOK OF MATTHEW - Dave Beringer - Emmaus Room  
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. Youth 7th - 8th Grade Confirmation - Pastor Geml  
                                    Youth 9th - 12th Grade - S.O.S. in Youth Central – Chris Henze 
                                     

FISH Menu for Jan – Feb Session 

Date Menu 

1-11 Baked Spaghetti/Salad/Garlic Bread/Dessert 

1-18 Chicken Casserole/Green Beans/Applesauce/Rolls/Dessert  

1-25 Ham/Broccoli Casserole/Macaroni and Cheese/Rolls/Dessert 

2-1 Soup/Chili/Cornbread/Dessert  

2-8 Baked Potato Bar/Salad/Dessert 

2-15 Beef Tacos and Chicken Tacos/Dessert  

  
SAVE THE DATE: 
 
2nd Annual Chili Cook-off 
Hosted by the Board of Assimilation 
Family Life Center 
Saturday, February 4, 2023 
5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Win this trophy! 

 
Thank you to Concordia for all the sweet treats and gifts to the staff!  We have enjoyed the blessings that 
you have shared with us.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  May God to continue to bless us all. 
 
Concordia Lutheran Church and School Staff 

Mark this date on your calendars for our 2nd Annual Chili 
Cook-off! Make your favorite pot of chili to bring, share and 
enter into the contest. Please bring a side dish 
and/or dessert; condiments, bread, crackers and drinks will 
be provided. We are also adding a little charcuterie 
board competition to the mix this year. We will have games 
for all ages at this family event for all to come and enjoy!   

  
Please contact Adam Campbell, Sandy Von Rentzell, Ann 
Marie Blackmon, Martha Staley, Katrina Palozzi or Josh 
Farmer with questions.  See you on February 4! 
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PrimeTimers here at Concordia would like to wish 

everyone very blessed and prosperous New Year. We 

hope 2023 will bring hope, joy and good times.  The New 

Year inspires people to make a New Year resolution 

which some don't keep. So if you have to make one, 

please include serving God the Father and Jesus Christ 

our Lord and Savior.  
 

On January 10th at 11:30 AM we will meet in the Emmaus Room for a Potluck Luncheon. 

Our activity for this day is "Share Your Hobby". In the past, we have had some interesting 

hobbies shared.  
 

In February, we will be planning our activities for the coming year. Please bring your ideas of 

what you would enjoy doing each month. Also this coming year Seniors, if you are looking 

for something to do in the afternoon besides taking a nap, think about attending Pastor Geml's 

2 o'clock Bible Study in the Emmaus Room. It is a great learning experience. 
 

Once again, a Happy and Blessed New Year to all. See you at our January Meeting.   
 

Fifth Sunday, January 29, 2023 

 
Break out your Hawaiian shirts (we dare you!) and join us for a 
calypso afternoon on Sunday, January 29, 2022, at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Family Life Center for a covered dish supper and 
entertainment.   We will provide a meat, beverages and paper 
products.  Bring a dish or two to share. 
Stay and enjoy a musical presentation by the Styx & Tones steel 
band ensemble from Lenoir Rhyne University 
 
The Board of Elders 

 
MISSION & MINISTRY NEWS 

 
Did you know that Sunday, January 22nd is 
Sanctity of Life Sunday? That's why M&M 
has designated the Pregnancy Care Center 
of Catawba Valley as the recipient for this 
month's fifth Sunday offering. The PCC 
provides free and confidential services to 
women and men experiencing an unexpected 
pregnancy, such as pregnancy testing, 
ultrasound, parenting classes, clothing and 
materials, referrals, and other programs. Help 
them continue to share the love of Christ and 
counsel women in the gospel through your 
donation this month!

 
 

The Church office will be closed 
on Monday, January 2, 2023 for 
the New Year’s Day holiday. 

 
Poinsettias can be picked up 
AFTER the service on January 1st. 
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Hospital/Out Patient: Cliff Brown, Johnny Brown, David Harris,  

Blessings to: Ronald Bumgarner upon his baptism.  

 

Sympathy to: The family of Bobbie Brooks; The family of Janice Pitts. 

 

Other Prayer Needs: Our church and school staff and students; the 

unchurched in our area and throughout the world; our church, school; and 
leadership; Our national and world leaders; People in Ukraine; World 
Hunger Crisis;  Marriages. 
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The Parent Block 
Spiritual Building Blocks for Parents 

 

Scripture Verse 

“God’s gifts and God’s call are under full warranty ~ 
never canceled, never rescinded.” 

Romans 11:29 MSG 

Reflection 

God has given you special gifts and abilities for the purpose of enhancing and building up the community of 
believers.  They are irrevocable and equip you for the calling God has placed on your life.  Every believer has a 
purpose that has been assigned to them by the Almighty Father.   Your children have received unique gifts according 
to the plan God has established for their lives, and are to be implemented into the purpose and will of God.  As 
parents, it is your responsibility to teach your children about their God-given gifts and His calling on their lives.  The 
first step to understanding God’s plan for your child is to identify their special abilities.  This requires a deep 
observation of your child’s behavior and character, and will help you to discern God’s special gifts He has specifically 
assigned for each individual.  For example, does your child enjoy sharing with others who are without?  Is he a friend 
to the downtrodden or the socially awkward?  Does she have an unusually intuitive and compassionate heart to 
those who are lonely, hungry, sad, or experiencing hurt feelings?  Does your child have the ability to problem solve 
using natural analytical skills?  Does she have an eye for detail or a talent in organizational and supervisory skills 
(could be identified under the guise of bossiness)?  As you observe your child, take note of what holds his interest 
and what doesn’t.  An area of high interest usually reflects a special gift, along with an escalated sense of confidence 
in that area.  Once you have discovered your child’s strengths, steer him in those directions by providing 
opportunities for him to use them.  If your child has the gift of kindness, you might encourage him to make a card for 
someone who is lonely.  If your child has a compassionate heart, encourage her to pick flowers or bake muffins (It’s 
okay if it’s a box mix!)  to deliver to a sick neighbor. May God’s gifts to your child be a blessing to others in God’s 
kingdom here on earth! 

Parent Commitment 

I will intently observe my children to identify their unique and special gifts from God. 
With God’s help, I will guide my children into using His gifts to bless others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The Parent Block” is published once a month and can be found on the Children’s Ministry page in the monthly 
churches newsletter.  It is a biblical-based tool to assist families in bringing up their children according to the Word 
of God.  The Children’s Ministry page also contains other information in the training of godly children.   
 

Faith 

Love 
Hope 

Trust 
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Happy New Year 
As we look back at 2022, we are thankful for all the blessings that God has so richly provided and pray that He will 
continue to bless us in the New Year! We are grateful for an enrollment of 250 students this year and for supportive 
parents and grandparents. We are thankful for the dedication of our faculty and staff and for the many things they 
voluntarily do to make our school even more effective. We give God thanks and praise as we see children grow 
spiritually and academically daily. May God continue to be with us in 2023.  
 

A NEW FACE IN THE LIBRARY 
Jan Glenn, aka”Janthelibrarian,” is joining her husband Bo in retirement. She will enjoy her time with her horse and 
animals and continue her work supplying Little Free Libraries in our community. We are thankful to have had such a 
passionate and fun librarian who has inspired many students to enjoy reading. As hard as it is to say goodbye, we are 
happy to introduce our new school librarian, Mrs. Lauren Cornwell. She has eight years of classroom experience with 
elementary and middle school students and holds her degree in Art Education. If you see Lauren and her husband and 
daughter at the 9:00 Praise service, introduce yourself and welcome her to Concordia! 
 

SAVE THE DATE: CONCORDIA DINNER AUCTION 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 22, 2023, for Concordia's Dinner Auction at Catawba Country Club. It's a great 
time to socialize with other parents, enjoy a delicious meal, and bid on great ticketed events, everyday items, and the 
coveted one-of-a-kind classroom art projects. Your participation in this event is a fun way to support Christian education 
at Concordia Christian Day School! Ticket information will be coming soon. 
 

COMING IN APRIL:  SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL 
 

Musical theatre returns to the Concordia Stage on April 28 and 29! Students in grades 5-8 will perform Seussical the 
Musical Jr. More information will be available in the coming months. 
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The UCHS Advantage 

Did you know that students who graduate from UCHS 

and earn at least 30 semester hours of college credit 

through our LRU partnership will pay approximately 

$10,000 for those 30 hours while still in high school? 

Those 30 hours of college credit are included in UCHS 

tuition and at no extra cost to the student.  At UNC 

Chapel Hill, those same 30 hours will cost parents at 

least $24,700.  At Wake Forest University, the cost will 

be about $79,950.  Students who bring their “A Game” 

can really help pay for their own college costs while in 

high school!  Many UCHS students can graduate from 

college in 3 years.  That is another huge savings in 

college costs! 

Enrolling Now for 2023-2024 

UCHS is still accepting applications for the 2023-2024 school year for the 9th & 10th grades.  The online application can be 

found at www.uchigh.com under Admissions.  There are limited openings, so apply today! 

 

 

 

Via de Cristo, “The Way of Christ” is a highly structured three-day weekend retreat 
designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people and bring them to a 
new awareness of living in God’s grace. 

The retreat is intended for lay people from every walk of life, for pastors, for people 
who live strong and active lives in Christ, and also for those who seek to be renewed 
and strengthened in their relationship with Christ and the people around them. It is 

open to married couples as well as single men and women. 

A Via de Cristo retreat includes Christian fellowship, worship, and instruction led by lay people and clergy and concentrates 
on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ. Special focus is placed on the spiritual renewal of the church, family and 
community.  

Please join us on a Via de Cristo retreat for a grace-filled, spiritual renewal through a closer walk with Christ. 

Each retreat begins on Thursday evening and ends Sunday afternoon.    
 

2023 Upcoming Retreat Dates: 
March 3-9 - Men's Weekend #81  Rector Dave Johnson 

March 16-19 – Women’s Weekend #83  Rector Amy Thiemann 
March 23-26 – Mixed Weekend #53  Rector Donovan Douglas 

 
All weekends held at Camp Bethelwoods, York SC – Cost $90 

 

For additional information or to get an application please contact: 

Martha Staley or Roger Staley 

 
 

 

News from... 

 

UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Your Lutheran High School 

January 2023 

http://www.uchigh.com/
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F. I. S. H.   FAQ’s 
 
 

FISH – Family / Individual Study Hour 
Wednesday, January 11th  - Wednesday, February 15th. 

 
 

Why do we offer a mid-week Bible Study when Sunday School is offered every Sunday Morning? The Wednesday Bible 
Study gives our congregation another option for Bible Study.  It is also a time for fellowship with members of the 
congregation in an informal environment. 
  
What time is the meal served? 
The meal is served beginning at 5:30 and food is available until the Children’s classes begin at 6 PM. 
 
How Do I know what the Menu is for each FISH meal?  The meal is published in the monthly newsletter and in the 
Highlights each week. 
 
Who prepares the FISH meals?  A group of Concordia cooks have volunteered to prepare the meals for the session of 
FISH beginning in January.  The meals will be served by various boards of the church as they are assigned. 
 
I would like to attend but I am not sure I can attend all six sessions? 
Life is busy and things come up.  The curriculums offered are designed to be standalone sessions.  Come as you are able 
to be filled with God’s Word. 
 
What classes are offered for adults?  
Parenting Class at 5:00 PM for Parents of Toddlers/Pre-K/Kindergarten Parent Block - Kathy U. in the Church Library 
Disciples of Christ Part 2       6:15 PM - Adult Room #2   Led by Bret Graff 
Book of Matthew    6:15 PM – Emmaus Room Led by Dave Beringer 
 
Why are the same adult classes offered for this session as the fall session?  The FISH Committee wanted to be 
consistent in the curriculum they are offering for the two six- week sessions of FISH.  Each session often doesn’t allow 
enough time to cover an entire study.  There will be new curriculum offered for the next sessions of FISH that will begin 
in Fall of 2023. 
 
What classes are offered for children? 
Toddler Pre-k through Kindergarten – 5:00-5:30 Educational Wing W.O.W. God’s World of Wonder led by Belinda Bost 
and Dorcas Dunker 
School Age Children 1st – 6th Grade   6:00 – 7:00 PM   - Educational Wing – Friends With God -Dorcas Dunker and Shea 
Beringer 
Youth 7th – 8th Grade Meet in the Boy Scout Room for Confirmation with Pastor Geml. 
9th - 12th Grade Will Meet in Youth Central at 6:30 PM (Youth Central is Open at 6:15 for fellowship before classes begin. 
 
Do we have a nursery during FISH?  
Not at this time but it will be considered if needed in the future.  Please let the church office know if you have a need for 
the nursery. 
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Poinsettias in the Sanctuary are given… 

In memory of…                    by… 

Stuart C., Johanna & Stuart E. Blackmon…………….……………………..………………………….………………………………………….Missy 
Don Bogert………………………………………………………….……………………………………………..Lisa Travis, Hunter & Dalton Bogert 
Don Bogert, Jr………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………Rick & Mary Anne Wike 
Smitty Bolick………………………………………………………….………………………..…………………………………………………..Opal & Family 
Charles Brady………………………………………………………….………………………………………………..……………………………..Doug Brady 
Chloe Brady………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………….………Doug Brady 
Robert & Cora Belle Carpenter………………………….…………………………………………………………………..Rick & Mary Anne Wike 
Dr. Harvey Christensen…………………………………….……………………………………………………Pree, Scott, Kelly, Kim, Dan, Avery 
Joann Forte………………………………………………….………………………………………..……………………………………..Mike & Lesa Spake 
Frank & Virginia Moser Gilbert……………………….………………………………………. Deb, Dan, Don, David Kuehnert & Families 
Troy Goodin, Nancy & Wes Hass………………….………………………….……………………………………………………...Pree Christensen 
Cody Harrelson……………………………………………….………………………….………………………………………………..Vicki & Roger Shull 
Hailey Grace Hill……………………………………………….………………………….………………………………………………….Pree Christensen 
John Watt Jordan & Gary………………………………….…………………….………………………………………………….Vivian Jordan Knight 
Rev. Eldor & Lila Gilbert Kuehnert…………………….……….……………………….…...Deb, Dan, Don, David Kuehnert & Families 
Paul & Marie Kuehnert…………………………………….…………………………………….. Deb, Dan, Don, David Kuehnert & Families 
Brian Long………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………….Jane Long 
Joe Long………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………….Jane Long 
Charlsie Lutz………………………………………………….………………………………………………….………………………….Vicki & Roger Shull 
Bobby Matthews…………………………………………….……………………………………………………….……………………Vicki & Roger Shull 
Catherine Bolick McRary……………………………….…………………………………………………………………………...Opal Bolick & Family 
Gladys Moser……………………………………………….………………………………………………..………………..Pat, Julie, Ginger, Matthew 
Tom Moser…………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………...Pat Julie, Ginger, Matthew 
Jerry Murphy……………………………………………….…………………………………………………….………………………………….Greg Murphy 
Junius, Jake & Rick Poovey………………………….…………………………………….……………………………...Betty, Tony & Tina Poovey 
Wilfred & Merle Sigmon………………………….…………………………….………………….……………...Gina, Greg, Betsy, Jason & Shan 
David N. Smith………………………………………….……………………….………………………………………….…...Seales & Lindsay Families 
David N. Smith………………………………….……….…..…...Sandy Smith, Shelley, Bryce & Faith Seales, Ashley & Keith Lindsay 
Darlene Spake……………………………………….…………………………….…………………………………………….………….Mike & Lesa Spake 
Phyllis & Jack Spake…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………..Mike & Lesa Spake 
Gussy Warren...…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………..Jean & Bill Childs 
Bill & Shirley Watts………………………………………………………………………….……………………….….…...Betty, Tony & Tina Poovey 
Carl, Richard & David Welch………………………………………………………………………………….………...….Welch & Echerd Families 
Frieda Williams……………………………………………………………………………………..……………….…….………………………………...Ronald 
Grady & Fannie Wike……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………Rick & Mary Anne Wike 
 

In Honor of…                  by… 

Birth of Jesus……………………………………………………………………………………………………………....……...Welch & Echerd Families 
Doug Brady………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………..Vivian Knight 
Johnny L. Brown……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………Paula Brown 
Children, Grand Children & Great-Grand Children…………………………………………….………………………………Ronald Williams 
Concordia Staff…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………Ann Marie Blackmon 
Our Families…………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………..Johnny & Paula Brown 
My Family………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Opal Bolick 
My Precious Family…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Pat Welch 
Danny Hefner…………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………...Vivian Knight 
Avery Hill………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………Pree Christensen 
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In Honor of…                  by… 

Frankie Matthews ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Vicki & Roger Shull 
Sam, Joe, Mandy, Madison, Brady, Brett, Raelyn…………………………………………………………………………………..Vivian Knight 
Granddaughter, Faith Seales 16th Birthday………………………………………………………………………………Grandma Sandy Smith 
Sandy Smith…………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………..…...Seales & Lindsay Families 
Rick & Mary Anne Wike…………………………………………………….…………………...Keith & Lisa Travis, Hunter & Dalton Bogert 
 

 

 

 

 

Read this passage from Matthew as a prayer for the New Year. 

 

Matthew 6:25-33 
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January Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Mary Canrobert 1-Jan 

Allen Sigmon 1-Jan 

Drew Hass 1-Jan 

Billy Loftin 1-Jan 

David Isenhower 4-Jan 

Sonny Roseman 4-Jan 

Martha Staley 4-Jan 

Sophie Hass 6-Jan 

Mary Hartsoe 7-Jan 

Jane Long 7-Jan 

Laura Perry 9-Jan 

Brycen Burns 9-Jan 

Alan Hefner 11-Jan 

Noah Hass 11-Jan 

Kathy Isenhour 11-Jan 

Carrigan Elrod 12-Jan 

Channing Loftin 13-Jan 

Wade Cecil 13-Jan 

Jimmy Martin 13-Jan 

Sonny Pruitt 13-Jan 

Jennifer Travis 14-Jan 

Pat Moser 15-Jan 

Christopher Elrod 16-Jan 

Bran Reid 16-Jan 

Roger Staley 16-Jan 

Abigail Garrison 16-Jan 

Dale Spencer 17-Jan 

Steven Braun 17-Jan 

DJ Braun 17-Jan 

Andrew Hayes 18-Jan 

Collin Yount 18-Jan 

Pree Christensen 20-Jan 

Pat Kincaid 20-Jan 

Aaron Hamm 21-Jan 

Jessica Hayes 23-Jan 

Curtis Spencer 24-Jan 

Noah Hedrick 24-Jan 

Chloe Brown 25-Jan 

Luke Wilkenson 25-Jan 

Madison Hayes 26-Jan 

Sydney Karre 27-Jan 

Caleb Welch 27-Jan 

Samuel Moretz 27-Jan 

Terry Kuchenbecker 29-Jan 

Elias Huss 29-Jan 

Nancy C. Bolick 30-Jan 

Joshua Farmer 30-Jan 

Anna Noell 31-Jan 
 

 

 

 

 

Jana and Tiger Sweezy 1-Jan 

Roger and Martha Staley 4-Jan 

David and Brenda Harris 10-Jan 

Dwayne and Amanda Welch 19-Jan 

Ronald and Frances Kaylor 22-Jan 

Mark and Janise Moretz 24-Jan 

Greg and Lori Roseman 25-Jan 

Carl and Debbie Roth 28-Jan 

Brad and Kelly Isenhower 30-Jan 

Eugene and Diana Long 31-Jan 
 

If your name is missing from one of these lists, 

please let the church office know. 

sharman@concordianc.org    828-464-3324 

mailto:sharman@concordianc.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
11am Worship & Communion – Sanctuary 

 

Office Closed - New Year’s 
Holiday 

 

8:30am Staff Devotion & 
Weekly Meeting - EM 
 
10am Christian Book Study 
Group 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
 
5:45pm Handbells 
7:15pm Choir 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
6:30pm Praise Band 

  

 8  9  10  11  12  13  14 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 

 
12pm SYC/YMT Meet in YC 

6:30pm Scouts Meet 

 

8:30am Staff Devotion & 
Weekly Meeting - EM 
11:30am PrimeTimers - EM 
 
6pm Stewardship - A#1 
6:30pm Assimilation - Library 
6:30pm Day School Board 
6:30pm Elders - EM 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
 
5pm FISH - See Schedule 
 
5:45pm Handbells 
7:15pm Choir 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
6pm Trustees 
 
6:30pm Praise Band 

 12pm Pre-teen, 
Jr. and Sr. Youth 
to a movie. 

 15  16  17  18  19  20  21 
8am LLL 
 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion – Sanctuary 

 

1:30pm Quilt Tacking 

 
6:30pm Scouts Meet 

 

8:30am Staff Devotion & 
Weekly Meeting - EM 
 
10am Christian Book Study 
Group 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
 
5pm FISH - See Schedule 
 
5:45pm Handbells 
7:15pm Choir 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
12pm Newsletter deadline 
 
4:15pm M & M - Library 
6:30pm Bd. of Christian Ed. 
6:30pm Praise Band 

  

 22  23  24  25  26  27  28 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 

 
12:30pm Joint Scout Committee Meeting 
 
4pm Youth Open Gym Night 

6:30pm Scouts Meet 

 

8:30am Staff Devotion & 
Weekly Meeting - EM 
 
4:30pm ECCCM Board 
Meeting - EM 
 
6:30pm Church Council - A#1 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
 
5pm FISH - See Schedule 
 
5:45pm Handbells 
7:15pm Choir 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
6:30pm Praise Band 

4pm Boy 
Scouts Camp 
at Jimmy's 
Farm 

 

 29  30  31 FISH SCHEDULE EACH WED. BEGINNING JAN 11 
5pm – PK-Kindergarten & PARENT BLOCK 
5:30pm FISH MEAL – EM 
6PM 1ST-6TH Grades Friends With God – Ed. Wing 
6:15 Adults EM or Adult RM#1 
6:30pm 7th - 8th grade Confirmation - YC 
6:30pm 9th - 12th Grade SOS – YC  

9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 
 
5:30pm 5th Sunday Fellowship with Styx 
Tones Band 

 

6:30pm Scouts Meet 

 

8:30am Staff Devotion & 
Weekly Meeting - EM 
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